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99 Years of Abundant Riches

The Hour of God Strikes
“Tomorrow is a very important day: it is the 50th anniversary of
my first meeting with Prima Maestra Thecla. That was a day of blessing.”1 Fr. Alberione spoke these words in June 1965, exactly 50 years
after that meeting took place in the Church of St. Damian–a meeting
that changed the life of Maestra Thecla and left an indelible mark on
her vocation. It was an event that caused the hour of God to strike and
favored the concretization of “a vocation that was new in so many
ways” (cf. AD 109-110).
In 1923, Teresa herself penned an account of what took place
during that encounter: “When I met the Theologian for the first time,”
she wrote, “he spoke to me about a new institution of daughters who
would live like sisters but who, for now, would start by working for
the soldiers. On my part, I was immediately enthusiastic.”2
Fr. Alberione’s meeting with Maestra Thecla helped to make more
explicit the “definitive step” he felt prompted to take concerning “generous souls who would feel what he felt”…namely: “writers, technical
personnel and evangelizers, but men and women religious …so as to
give greater unity, stability and continuity, and a more profound supernatural spirit to the apostolate” (cf. AD 17, 24).
This intuition developed in step with his reflection on woman’s
potentials in the work of evangelization, which he had already expressed in his book, Woman Associated to Priestly Zeal–a text that served
In a meditation he guided on the 50th anniversary of foundation of the FSPs, Fr. Alberione
said: “You should consider your foundation date to be the day on which my first meeting with
Prima Maestra Thecla took place. That was a day of blessing” (Taped conference, 15 June 1965).
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as almost a “genetic blueprint” of his feminine foundations. In 1938 he
wrote: “As far back as 1910, you Daughters of St. Paul were thought
about, desired, prepared for, brought to life and raised to the point
you have reached today.”

Maestra Thecla:
A Woman Truly Associated to Priestly Zeal
The young Alberione’s conviction that the priestly mission is also
part of woman’s mission in the Church became a reality by means of
Maestra Thecla’s vocation.
In the pre-foundation text, Woman Associated…, he extolled woman’s presence at the side of man, saying: “The great male benefactors
of humanity and the great male saints of Christianity always had at
their sides the gentle figure of a woman, of a female saint, who could
be said to have completed their work. At the side of St. Benedict, the
great patriarch of western monasticism, was St. Scholastica. At the
side of St. Francis of Assisi was St. Clare. At the side of the Dominican
priests are the Dominican sisters. At the side of St. Francis de Sales was
St. Jane Francis de Chantal…” (WA, p. 67). We could extend this list
by adding that at the side of Blessed James Alberione were Maestra
Thecla and Mother Scholastica….
From the very beginning, Maestra Thecla acted as an intermediary for the Alberionian charism, placing herself with complete trust in
hands of God’s chosen instrument. During the Institute’s foundation
period she wrote: “I have great trust in the Lord but also in the Theologian because I know that he was sent by God, so wherever he goes I
too can be sure of not making a mistake.”3
And in her case, this meant accompanying the development of an
Institute that “began from nothing.” Under her guidance, the community grew and came to a keener awareness of its apostolic mission,
cultivated a more profound relationship with the Divine Master, and
adopted a style of life characterized by simplicity, a supernatural spirit and quickness.
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Maestra Thecla did not follow the Founder blindly but with docility of heart, in the sure knowledge that God was using him to point
out the path to her. Thus she wrote in 1950: “I have complete trust in
his words.”4 And in another letter written that year: “Act like a father
who corrects his daughter. You know that I am in your hands. Use me
as you would a handkerchief. I am always very afraid of not doing
things well and of leading the Daughters of St. Paul astray….”5

Co-participant in God’s Plan and Co-responsible for It
Fr. Alberione considered Maestra Thecla to be his co-participant in
God’s plan and co-responsible for it: he kept her informed about every
step he took; he urged her to accompany him on his visits to the houses; he asked her opinion about problems and initiatives; he directed
her to set down norms for the apostolate so that the sisters “will do
good and will not damage their spirit”;6 he counselled her to arrange
things in such a way that there would be a good relationship among
the Daughters of St. Paul and his other feminine Institutes.7
Prima Maestra received and implemented every directive of the
Founder with the wealth of her personal gifts, or else she offered him
input based on her experiences that enabled him to carry out a more
profound discernment in cases where the will of God was not yet
clear.8
In speaking to the Daughters of St. Paul, Fr. Alberione emphasized
that Prima Maestra Thecla was their mother and that they should follow in her footsteps: “The docility of the Daughters of St. Paul to Prima Maestra explains their rapid development and the success of their
apostolate.”9
Accompanying Fr. Alberione on his long apostolic trips by land,
sea and air, she was the recipient of his confidences and shared his
joys and sorrows. Many things she said and wrote give us glimpses of
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this communion of spirit. On 16 October 1939, she wrote to Maestra
Paolina Pivetta: “By now you have heard that I had to leave urgently.
I was asked to see if I could offer a little assistance to Primo Maestro,
who needs help badly. Never before have we faced such pressing material needs. I feel so sorry for him–there is nothing I wouldn’t do to
be of some help….”
On 2 September 1954, the Founder told the FSPs to receive Prima Maestra’s words as if they were his own: “We are not talking
here about two thoughts. It is just one thought, which I believe is the
thought and desire of God.”
In a spirit of thanksgiving and joy, let us celebrate a day of blessing,
during which we are all united in reflection, prayer and the desire to
respond with generosity to the gift we have received. For this purpose, you might want to use the outline for an hour of adoration contained in this booklet.
Warmest greetings and affectionate best wishes to everyone.
Sr. Anna Maria Parenzan
Superior General
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“Be worthy Daughters of St. Paul”
Outline for an Hour of Adoration

G: “Be Daughters of St. Paul–be worthy Daughters of St. Paul” (cf.
FSP34, p. 87). This recurring invitation of the Founder resounds
with special vigor for us today as we celebrate a day of gratitude
to God for the abundant riches of grace poured out on our Congregation over its 99-year lifespan. It is also a day on which we
want to ask his forgiveness because “the story of God’s mercy”
interweaves with “the humiliating story of the lack of correspondence to the superabundance of divine love” (cf. AD 1). This story, which we contemplate with a renewed sense of wonder, enables us to perceive the power and gentleness of the Lord’s hand,
which has always rested on us.
Before Jesus Master in the Eucharist, let us pour out our heartfelt
love and adoration.
Hymn to accompany the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
1st Reader: “It was not because you were more numerous than any
other people that the Lord set his heart on you, but because he
loved you” (Dt. 7:7).
2nd Reader: “Consider your own call…. God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption”
(1 Co. 1:26-30).
Refrain (in song) expressing our gratitude
1st R: “I have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in my
love. If you keep my commandments you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his
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love. I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you and
your joy may be complete. This is my commandment: love one
another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends…. You did not choose me,
no, I chose you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear
fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn. 15:9-16). (Refrain)
2nd R: “Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ.
Thus he chose us in Christ before the world was made to be holy
and faultless before him in love” (Eph. 1:3-4). (Refrain)
1st R: “The Daughters of St. Paul had an even more humble and hidden beginning than the Society of St. Paul. They too came into
being without a name, without a house, without anyone being
aware of their presence. The mustard seed is one of the smallest seeds. On 15 June 1915, a year after the Little Workers’ Typographical School opened, the Institute of the Daughters of St.
Paul began. At that time it was called the Feminine Workshop. The
Theologian’s idea was clear and the path sure, but those looking
at things externally would not have been able to grasp the guiding thought behind everything. The Daughters of St. Paul came
into being to dedicate their lives to the Good Press, even though
they did not have a typography. In fact, they began by making
shirts and pants for military suppliers…. When the little world [in
which they lived] saw this Institute, it was very disparaging in its
judgments. But the world is foolish, even when it thinks it knows
what is going on. The [Feminine] Laboratory was opened in the
Degiacomi house in Piazza Cherasca–the building vacated by the
boys of the Typographical School” (UCBS, 8).
2nd R: From the writings of Maestra Thecla:
When I met the Theologian for the first time, he spoke to me about a new
institution of daughters who would live like sisters but who, for now,
would start by working for the soldiers. On my part, I was immediately
enthusiastic…. We had complete trust in the Theologian. Our hearts were
at peace because we knew we were guided by a good Father who sought
only our good (Our Beginnings, pp. 7, 10).
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1st R: From a circular letter of Blessed James Alberione:
As far back as 1910…you Daughters of St. Paul were thought about,
desired, prepared for, brought to life and raised…. Remember your beginnings because the purpose for which the Lord called you lies in that
concept, as does your name, your program, your duty, your prayer, your
path, your heart, your reward (CVV 67).
2nd R: “I am praying abundantly for all of you: may we all reach the
degree of holiness to which we are called. I write these words to
you not only with my pen but also with my heart. I want you all
to become saints: for this I have offered my life–that we may all
reach the degree of holiness the Lord wants of us” (M. Thecla,
Christmas 1961).
Those who choose to do so can repeat aloud the thought or phrase that touched
their hearts the most.
Pause for reflection, an examination of conscience and a review of our personal vocation story.

Plea for forgiveness
1st R: Lord, you said: “Do not be afraid. I am with you.” Forgive us for
not witnessing in a credible way, in our life and apostolate, to the
trust we have placed in you, the “author of our faith and the one
who brings it to perfection.” Have mercy on us.
All: Kyrie eleison.
2nd R: Christ Jesus, you said: “From here I want to enlighten.” Forgive us for not entrusting ourselves to the light radiating from
your presence in the Eucharist and to the renewing power of your
Word. Have mercy on us.
All: Kyrie eleison.
1st R: Lord, you said: “Live in continual conversion.” Forgive us for
depending on our own abilities and for failing to recognize that
your grace is manifested in our poverty. Have mercy on us.
All: Kyrie eleison.
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G: The Lord accompanied the life of Paul and he accompanies our
lives today with the great certitude: “My grace is enough for
you.” Likewise, his goodness and love are enough for us. He is
not afraid of our littleness and weakness. Fr. Alberione said:
Things unfolded in such a way that the hand of God could be clearly seen.
[Teresa] entered and immediately fell sick. But she had already aroused in
everyone an almost reverential esteem. We renewed our commitment to
the Lord contained in the Pact or Secret of Success, which came to our
aid on the more important occasions. Some continued to object: “She will
give her all to this new Family, but it will be very little and she might even
become a burden to it because of her poor health.” But the Pact was renewed again and again…and everything showed how the Lord was working almost imperceptibly but effectively, and that goodness and sound
judgment outweigh physical strength and intellectual preparation.
Prayer: The Pact
Spontaneous prayers
G: Looking back over God’s work in the Pauline Family, Primo Maestro said: “Everything leads to the Magnificat.” We too can sing
the Magnificat to thank the Lord for the flood of graces he has
poured out on us. We can also take this opportunity to wholeheartedly renew our trust in him.
Hymn: The Magnificat
G: As we approach the Centenary of our foundation, let us ask the
Spirit to give us his light and strength, together with a new Pentecost for our Congregation and for the whole Pauline Family. In
particular, let us beg him to fan into a flame the Pauline charism
in us and make us true daughters of the Apostle Paul.
Hymn to the Holy Spirit to accompany the return of Jesus to the Tabernacle
1st R: “Grow, multiply, flood the earth. But above all be Daughters of
St. Paul to an ever-increasing degree. This is my wish and prayer
for you” (CVV 214).
Concluding hymn
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