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“act QuicKLy…”
Urged on by the need to do good, M. Thecla 
invited the Daughters of St. Paul to be very 
courageous. To her way of thinking, if an ini-
tiative could benefit the people, then the sis-
ters should let nothing stop them from forging 
ahead in the spirit of the Pact: “By myself I can 
do nothing, but with God I can do all things.”
Sr. Stefanina Cillario, who carried out a very 
fruitful apostolate in Brazil for many decades, 
recounts: 
 “During Prima Maestra’s last visit to Curitiba 

in 1959, she was especially interested in the 
work we were doing in a small radio station 
belonging to the Archdiocese. She carefully 
weighed our efforts, yearnings, possibilities 
and problems. It pained her to learn that other 
radio stations were willing to air tapes of our 
catechetical programs and conferences but 
that technical and practical problems made it 
impossible for us to satisfy their requests. As 
we were leaving the recording studio, Prima 
Maestra suddenly turned to me and, as if con-
cluding an interior dialogue with herself, said: 
‘Listen, if it is not possible to tape your confer-
ences and catechism lessons, then use records 
to do it! People everywhere listen to records, 
don’t they?’

 “I was astonished. To me, it seemed as if such 
a step would involve even more problems. We 
were only a handful of sisters. We felt very in-
adequate. We were not located in a big city…. 
I began to offer objections, but Prima Mae-
stra had made up her mind. ‘No, no!’ she ex-
claimed. ‘Do it! We must do good. The Word of 
God must be proclaimed!’

 “I timidly replied: ‘All right. We’ll look into it 
and see what we can do.’

 “‘Act quickly!’ she urged. ‘It’s not important if 
your first records are not perfect. What is im-
portant is that they do good. Their quality will 
improve with time.’

 “The following day, while on our way to the 
airport, I pointed out to her from the car a 

building under construction and asked her if 
we could open a new book center there. She 
said yes, but her mind was still focused on the 
radio apostolate, so much so that she inter-
rupted me to repeat: ‘Remember: act quickly to 
produce those catechetical records. I am sure 
you will do a fine job and that the records will 
do good. Don’t waste time asking a lot of peo-
ple for advice. Don’t create a lot commotion! 
Act quickly and trust in the Lord. He will bless 
you. I will be praying for this initiative.’”

Sr. Elena Ramondetti recounts: 
 “During Prima Maestra Thecla’s first visit to 

the Philippines in 1949, we told her that many 
times our sisters were not able to attend Mass 
or receive communion when they visited the 
barrios on propaganda because they were lo-
cated on the fringes of the city and did not have 
either churches or priests. We asked her what 
we should do about this and she replied firmly: 
‘If you have to give up Mass and communion, 
do it, but go out! No one ever visits those poor 
souls. No one ever offers them a good word. 
No one tells them about the Lord or brings 
them his Word…. Go everywhere and remain 
in peace.’”

On 3 October 1947, Maestra Thecla wrote the 
following letter to Sr. Elena Ramondetti in the 
Philippines:
 “It is raining here but I hope it is sunny where 

you are. If by chance the sun is not shining, 
then I hope the divine Sun is shining in your 
hearts, illuminating them with his burning love 
for souls. Take that ardent love to the many 
people who are thirsting for the truth and who 
are waiting for you. Take it to all those who still 
dwell in darkness and do not know the Lord. 
May the Blessed Mother accompany you, en-
lighten you, strengthen you on your journey, 
comfort you in your sorrows, and support you 
when you run into problems. Don’t be afraid 
when difficulties arise. Have trust! Have great 
trust!”
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